plored (1974) is the most closely comparable study, and it covers all of North America. The classic work-a point of departure for any cartographic study of the West-is Carl Irving Wheat's encyclopedic fivevolume Mapping the Transmississippi West (1957 West ( -1963 , but it is exorbitantly priced even when you can find a set. Cohen's book is, if you will, a pocket version of that monumental study.
The most distressing aspect of any such atlas is that some maps are sin\ply too large to reduce to page size and still remain readable. Only a few maps in this collection are of such a size. A more cogent criticism: the selected bibliography is distressingly short, although the book is meant for a general audience, not an academic one.
These maps are basic documents of the history of the West, and they affected the future actions of those who saw and used them, as did those maps prepared for Lewis and Clark. Other maps encapsulate the activities of hundreds of individuals, such as the final plate in the book, the 1890 map of the Urüted States as determined by the General Land Office surveys.
One could describe this book as an illustrated "History of the West" -one in which narrative and graphics have been reversed. The real "narrative" lies in the roster of maps, which are illustrated and supplemented by the words of the authors. It is a book with wide appeal; residents of any part of the trans-Mississippi West will be mesmerized by the unfolding history of their state or region as revealed in these maps. 
